CHAPTER VI
INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION
Until very recently it was supposed that the his-
tory of India began with the advent of its earliest
makers, the Aryans, sometime about the fifteenth
century B. c. Only a few centuries earlier they had
started migrating in various directions from their
central knot in Southern Russia. It was natural
therefore that scholars should look for the beginnings
of Indian history in the light of the data furnished
by their traditions and literary records, chiefly the
Rigveda, which disclose a world of about the middle
of the second millennium B. c. But in 1922 a gifted
Indian archaeologist, R. D. JSanerji, lighted upon
certain objects, which when traced to their origin,
disclosed the remains of a new civilization and pushed
of a sudden the history of India by a couple of thousand
years. Its character at once became of a piece with
the culture of Sumer and linked it with the coeval
civilizations of Babylonia, Egypt and Crete.
Ever since the close of the first World War pecu-
liar antiquities had begun coming to light in the pro-
vince of Sindh. These were seals with a perforated
hump at the back and a face bearing life-like reliefs
of animals topped with a seemingly pictographic writ-
ing hitherto unknown in India. No efforts, however,
had been made to study and understand them until
years after when Mr. Banerji's exacavations made
their treatment urgent. He was excavating the base
of a stupa at a place called Mohenjo-daro in the Larkana
district of Sindh when tiaces of the vast remains of
an ancient city lying buried under the solid structure
became evident.
A few other sites too were explored bringing to
our knowledge numerous mounds which, when opened.